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ted to offer the last tribute of respectful friend-
ship ? His course, short but laborious, has at length
terminated in a better world; and his luminous track
still shines in the sight, and animates the efforts of
all who knew him, and " marshals them the way*"
to heavenly glory. Let me not be thought to un-
dervalue any of the gifts of God, or of the fruits of
human exertion: but let not these be prized beyond
their proper worth. If one of those little industrious
reptiles, to which we have been well sent for a lesson
of diligence and foresight, were to pride itself upon
its strength, because it could carry off a larger grain
of wheat than any other of its fellow ants, should
we not laugh at the vanity which could be highly
gratified with such a contemptible pre-eminence?
And is it far different to the eye of reason, when
man, weak, short-sighted man, is vain of surpassing
others in knowledge, in which at best his progress
must be so limited; forgetting the true dignity of
his nature, and the path which would conduct him to
real excellence I
The unparalleled value of the precepts of Christi-
anity ought not to be passed over altogether un-
noticed in this place, though it be need- Excellence
less to dwell on it; since it has been often °j,^ P™"
justly recognized and asserted, and has^^y
"in some points been ably illustrated, and Christianity.
powerfully enforced by the masterly pen of a late
writer.    It is by no means, however, the design of
this little work to attempt to trace the various ex-
cellencies of Christianity; but it may not have been
improper to point out a few particulars, which, in
the course of investigation, have naturally fallen
tinder our notice, and hitherto perhaps may scarcely
have been enough regarded.   Every such instance,

